Central Australia - The War Years - Children





History is based on facts about the past. It is a fact that Alice Springs became a major centre of Army activity in WW11. But history is much more than a collection of facts. Historians use facts to make general statements about the past. For example “the war brought change to Alice Springs  and it was never the same again” is an historical generalisation based on comparing facts about Alice Springs before and after WW11. 





Being able to generalise about the past is a very useful historical skill.  Can you identify the difference between an historical  generalisation and a fact ? 





Below is a list of  statements taken from the section of  “Central Australia - the War Years” about  “Children”. Some statements are factual, others are generalisations  and some statements are just plain wrong. 





Read the text and then place


an “F” next to those statements which are historical facts.


a “ G” next to those statement which are generalisations.


an “X” next to those statements which are not true.





Be prepared to justify your answers.  





A lot of children lived in Alice Springs before the war.�
______�
�
There were about 30 telephones  in Alice Springs at the beginning of the war.�
______�
�
The civilian population of Alice Springs doubled in the war years.�
______�
�
Alice Spring’s children didn’t have to go to school during the war years.�
______�
�
Outback children had never seen trucks and weapons before the soldiers came to town. �



______�
�
The soldiers who came to Alice Springs lived in tents not houses.�
______�
�
People from  Darwin came to live in Alice Springs after Darwin was bombed. �
______�
�
Alice Springs was bombed by the Japanese.�
______�
�
 The petrol the army brought to Alice Springs made it dangerous to live in the town. �



______�
�
There were  a lot more things for kids to do in Alice Springs when the army was in town than there had been beforehand. �



______�
�






Documenting Change: 





Imagine it is 1939,  you are 10 years old and have just moved to Alice Springs. Every year you send a Christmas postcard to your Grandmother who lives in Adelaide and has never been to central Australia.  You tell her what you do for fun and how you feel about life in the Alice. 





Choose three postcards carefully from the postcard section of this web site -  make sure that the image reflects what was happening in Alice Springs at the time. Date your cards Christmas 1939, 1942 and 1946 and describe with as much  historical accuracy as you can  life in “the Alice” for that year. 





Send your postcard to a friend or your teacher.
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