
Military Life in the Australian Desert in WW11

As you read the Introduction and the section on Military Life in Alice Springs during the war, tick the statements which are true and cross the statements which you think are false. 

Literal Understanding:

Tick the facts which are actually stated in the text.

	1. In WW11 troops and goods from Australia’s southern states were transported by train at Alice Springs where they were loaded onto trucks and taken  to Darwin.
	_______

	2. Soldiers were given two bottles of beer a day.
	_______

	3. At the height of the war, there were 8,000 troops and 3,000 vehicles stationed in Alice Springs 
	_______

	4. The railway line  between Alice Springs and Darwin was upgraded so that troops could be moved quickly along it to help Australia’s war effort in the Pacific.
	_______

	5. In WW11 the trip from Terowie to Alice Springs by train took 4 weeks.
	_______




Interpretive Understanding:

Tick the statements which can be inferred to be true from the information given in the text. What evidence did you base your answer on ?

	1. The railway from Adelaide to Alice Springs was built to carry troops from Australia’s southern states to Darwin.
	______

	2. Troops arrived in Alice Springs after the bombing of Darwin
	______

	3. The train from Terowie to Alice Springs had been built to transport goods not people.
	______

	4. The officer in charge of Alice Springs was nicknamed Napoleon because he was French.  
	_______

	5. The Bombing of Darwin in 1942 made Alice Springs contribution to the war effort even more important than before.
	_______


Applied Understanding:

Tick the historic generalisations  which can be inferred to be true from the “facts” provided by the text.  Be prepared to justify your answers.

	1. Troops stationed in Alice Springs rioted because Brigadier Loutit, the army officer in charge, was too strict.
	_______

	2. Life in Alice Springs was better during the war than before it.
	_______

	3. Without the war, Alice Springs would not have grown into the modern city it is today.
	_______

	4. The small desert town of Alice Springs was crucial to the Australian war effort.
	_______

	5. Alice Springs contribution to the defeat of the Japanese  WW11 was much  greater than that of Australia’s biggest cities.
	_______
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